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(57) Abstract 

A safe for accomodating valuable documents 
includes one or more units (1-17), each of whicti is 
intended to accomodate several valuable documents 
and is equipped with destructive devices (1 12-172) 
for local destruction of valuable documents in 
respective units when an attempt to break into die 
safe (1) is made. Each of the destruction devices 
(e.g. 112) includes at least one container (31) 
disposed adjacent a valuable document wind-up 
drum (30), The container includes a peripheral, 
circular continuous recess or channel (311) intended 
for destructive material (33) and ^ing towards the 
exposed edges of valuable documents. The opening 
(3111. 321 1) of the recess or channel (31 1. 321) is 
covered with a ring-shaped plastic or steel net The 
recess contains dye capsules (33) and a ring-shaped 
fuse (31 13. 3213) for activation of the dye when an 
attempt to break into the safe (1) is made. 
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A SAFE FOR VALUABLE DOCUMENTS SUCH AS BANKNOTES, 

CHEQUES, ETC. 

FIELD OF INVENTION 

5 

The present invention relates to safes for the safekeeping of 
valuable documents, such as banknotes, cheques, etc., and 
more specifically to safes that include one or more units 
that are each intended for a plurality of valuable documents 
10 and equipped with destructive means for local destruction of 
valuable documents in respective units when an attempt to 
break into the safe is made. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

15 

In safes of the af oredescribed kind and constructed in 
accordance with the invention, each of the destructive 
devices includes at least one container which is mounted 
adjacent a winding-up drum that is intended for winding-up 
20 valuable documents and which has extending peripherally in 
its longitudinal direction a circular, continuous recess or 
channel which faces towards the exposed edges of the valuable 
documents and which is intended to accommodate destructive 
material. 

25 

These and other characteristic features of an inventive safe 
will be apparent from the accompanying Claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

30 

The invention will now be described in more detail with 
reference to the accompanying schematic drawings, in which 

Fig. 1 illustrates an inventive safe; 

35 

Fig. 2 is a diagrammatic illustration of destructive 
devices included in the safe according to Fig. 1; . 
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Fig, 3 illustrates one of a number of destructive devices 
included in the safe according to Fig, 1; and 

Fig. 4 illustrates a modification of the destructive 
5 device according to Fig. 3. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PHEFEBRED EMBODIMENTS 

The safe 1 illustrated in Fig. 1 is intended for the 
10 safekeeping of valuable documents, such as banknotes, 
cheques, etc., and includes a plurality of units 11-17 which 
are each intended to accommodate a plurality of valuable 
documents. The safe as a whole is fitted with a so-called 
shell or outer casing protection means 101 which functions to 
15 disclose/indicate when an attempt is made to break into the 
safe. 

The majority of the aforesaid units each includes a 
destructive device 112-162 (see Fig. 2) that has an explosive 
20 or some other activating means, and a dyestuff or some other 
destructive substance (such as glue) for local destruction of 

valuable documents contained in respective units 11, 12, 

16. 

25 These destructive elements are activated from a processor 
unit 102, depending on whether or not respective units 
contain valuable documents at that moment or are empty. 

Fig. 2 is a diagrammatic illustration illustrating the 
30 destructive devices 112-162, each of said devices comprising 
a dye-containing part 1121-1621 and an explosive part 1122- 
1622. Extending from the processor unit 102 controlling the 
destructive devices is a multi-conductor cable 1022 through 
which ignition impulses are set to respective explosive parts 
35 in response to damage to the shell protection means 101 and 
also depending on whether respective units 11-16 contain 
banknotes or are empty. Information relating to presence of 
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valuable documents in said units is delivered continuously to 
an input 1021 on the processor unit 102. 

Fig. 3 illustrates a destructive device 112 which comprises 
5 two device parts in the form of container means 31, 32, 
disposed on two mutually opposite, sides of a drum 30 onto 
which valuable documents are wound. Each container means 31, 
32 includes a peripheral continuous recess or channel 311, 
321 which accommodates destructive material 33 and is 

10 circular in its longitudinal direction and faces towards the 
exposed edges of the valuable documents. The valuable 
documents 35, e.g. banknotes, are encased and wound up 
between plastic belts. Fixedly mounted on respective ends of 
the drum are end-walls 301, 302 which are provided with a 

15 plurality of holes in a peripheral ring corresponding to the 
openings of the recesses or channels 311, 321. 

As banknotes are fed in or out, the drum 30 rotates with its 
end-walls 301, 302, whereas the containers 31, 32 are affixed 
20 to walls 103, 104 in the safe 1 and are thus stationary. 

The opening 3111 and 3211 of respective recesses or channels 
311, 321, facing the edges of the valuable documents, is 
cover-ed with a ring-shaped net 3112 and 3212 respectively. 
25 The recesses include a number of capsules containing a 
destructive material 33 in the form of a dye, and a ring- 
shaped detonation fuse 3113 and 3213 respectively for 
activation of the destructive material in the event of an 
attempt to break into the safe 1. 

30 

Fig. 4 illustrates a further development of the invention in 
which each recess or channel, e.g. the recess 311, is divided 
into separate chambers 3114, 3115 each housing a capsule that 
contains destructive material 33, and also housing a ring- 
35 shaped detonation fuse 31131 and 31132 respectively. The 
recess or channels 321 also has two separate chambers 3214, 
3215 containing dye capsules and detonation fuses 32131 and 
32132 respectively. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A safe (1) for the safekeeping of valuable documents 
such as banknotes, cheques, etc., and including one or more 
units (11-17) each intended to accommodate a plurality of 
valuable documents and each being equipped with destructive 
devices (112-172) for local destruction of valuable documents 
in respective units when an attempt is made to break into the 
safe (1), characterised in that each (e.g. 112) of the 
destruction devices (112-172) includes at least one container 
(31), which is disposed adjacent to a drum (30) for 
winding-up of valuable documents, said container being 
provided with a peripheral, continuous and generally circular 
recess or channel (311) intended for destructive material 
(33) and facing towards the exposed edges of valuable 
documents. 

2. A safe according to Claim 1, characterised in that each 
(e.g. 112) of the destructive devices (112-172) includes two 
containers (31, 32) on mutually opposite sides of the 
valuable document wind-up drum (30), wherein each of said 
containers includes a peripheral, circular and continuous 
recess or channel (311, 321), wherein the continuous recess 
or channel (311, 321) is open towards exposed edges of the 
valuable documents. 

3. A safe according to Claim 2, characterised in that the 
opening (3111, 3211) of respective recess or channel (3111, 
3212) facing exposed edges of said valuable documents is 
covered with a ring-shaped net structure (3112, 3212); and in 
that the respective recess or channel (311, 321) includes 
capsules containing destructive material (33) in the form of 
dye, and also a ring-shaped detonation fuse (3113, 3213) for 
activating the destructive material (33) when an attempt to 
break into the safe (1) is made. 
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4. A safe according to Claim 3, characterised in that said 
recess or channel (311, 321) is divided into two mutually 
separate chambers (3114, 3115; 3214, 3214) each of which 
contains a destructive material container and a detonating 
fuse (31131, 31132; 32131, 32132) for activation of the 
destructive material in respective chambers. 
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